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RO, MoEF, HRD Min

|IT-Rajasthan arbitrarily
chosen to launch Aakash

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
NEW DELHI

The CAG has slammed the
HRD Ministry for the
shortcomings in the ambi-
tious Aakash tablet project,
raising questions over “arbi-
trary’ selection of IIT-
Rajasthan to launch the
scheme without carrying out
an assessment of its capacity to

In its report tabled in
Parliament, the Government
auditor observed that IIT-R
had told the Ministry that
around 90 ﬂ’er cent of the
tablets supplied by Datawind
between August and
November 2011 were rejected
by it due to complaints in the
device such as heating and they
bem‘g slow.

The Ministry decided to
launch the Aakash through the
IIT-R without ascertaining
their capacity to undertake
the work. This affect-
ed the project delivery. It also
placed Rs 47.42 crore at IIT-R
disposal without carrying out
a prudent assessment,”
it said.

“This raises issues_ of
financial propriety. This

adversely affected the project
delivery along with an avoid-
able expenditure of Rs 1.05
crore,” the report said.

Under the Aakash tablet
project, the Government has
plans of distributing the low-
cost access-cum-computing
device (Aakash) at a cost of Rs
1,500 or USD 35 to students
and teachers for educational

purposes

CAG said documents sug-
gest that the Ministry did not
provide any justification for
selecting I to execute the
order and thus its selection was
arbitrary. “The audit view is

further borne out by the fact
that IIT-Kanpur, )
Madras, Bombay and IISC,

Bangalore had participated.
However, they were over-
looked and a relatively new
IIT-R was selected ahead of
others,” it said.

CAG said IIT-R was

awarded the project when it
was operatm from tempo-
rary premises but the “impor-
tant observation of the
Finance Division was
ignored.”

EDUSAT failed to
achieve objectives

AG pointed out that
JC ﬁm th

"”Th"‘e;‘ BDUSAT pro-
ramme, launched by
of Space in 2004

to facilitate distance educa-
envis- D epartment
apd ~ of Spa
549.09 crore comprising

direct investment of
282.76 crore towards th
launch

that the EDUSATm
tives due to deficiencies in

p for the network
conn , content mer—
ation and to a

robust ent struc-
ture...The Objectives of
implemenutlon EDUSAT
could not be met fully even

at the end of its life;” the CAG
said in its report on

e CAG noted that

 none of the 35 States and UTs

achieved the envisaged level
oflmommuvewmm
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CAG slams HRD
Ministry over
Aakash project

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 6

S LAMMING the Human

Resource Development

(HRD) Ministry for its
management of the Aakash
tablet project, a CAG report
tabled in Parliament on Friday
questioned the ministry’s deci-
sion to award the project to the
‘new and ill-equipped’ IIT Ra-
jasthan (IITR). The CAG re-
portalso pulled up ITTR for in-
curring ‘unfruitful expenditure’
in the project.

The Aakash project aims to
provide $35 tablets to students
for educational purposes.

Saying that the ministry
failed to exercise “due diligence
in implementing the project”,
the report said the ‘arbitrary’ se-
lection of ITTR was the reason
why “the delivery schedule of
tablets was adversely affected”.

The report also slammed the
ministry for not carrying out a
feasibility study before under-
taking the project. It stated that
while established IITs like IIT
Kanpur, Bombay, Madras,
Kharagpur had participated in
preliminary discussions on the

project, they were overlooked
and instead “IITR, which was
relatively a new IIT, was se-
lected”. It also said official
records do not provide “any justi-
fication for selecting I'TR”.

While the HRD ministry,
which was then led by Kapil
Sibal, had originally awarded the
project to IITR, it was eventu-
ally transferred to IIT Bombay
after differences arose between
IITR and the tablet manufactur-
ers, Datawind.

The report also pulled up
IITR for “unfruitful expendi-
ture” of more than Rs 1 crore
and pointed out that PCs and
tablets worth Rs 20.67 lakh pro-
cured by the institute were not
transferred to II'T Bombay. IITR
has also been pulled up by the
auditor for appointing a retired
MHRD officer as advisor for
three months for Rs 0.50 lakh
and allowing him to work for
only 15 days in a month when
such clauses were not mentioned
in the advertisement for the job.

The report added that Rs
47.72 crore was released by the
ministry to II'TR in an imprudent
and hasty manner between Octo-
ber 2010 and March 2011.
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[IM-L collaboration with New Zealand

varsity to focus on agri-biz management

HT Correspondent

® [koreportersdesk@hindistantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Indian Institute
of Management-Lucknow
(IIM-Lucknow) has signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with New Zealand’s Lincoln
University under which both
institutions will support each
other in the pursuit of excel-
lence in global business edu-
cation, with a special focus on
agribusiness management and
sustainability.

[IM-L and Lincoln University
will closely collaborate for
research, executive educa-
tion programmes and faculty
and student exchange pro-
grammes. Collaborative case
studies would be developed,
which would be then used for
teaching purposes. A series of
faculty research workshops is
also in the offing,

The two institutions may, in
the future, also jointly design
and implement executive edu-
cation programmes in areas of
mutual interest.

The MoU was signed by the
New Zealand-based varsity’s
international strategy and mar-
keting director Julia Innocente
Jones and [IM-L director Devi
Singh in the [IM campus on

= [IM-L director Devi Singh and Julia Innocente Jones from New
Zealand’s Lincoln University after signing the MoU on Friday.

Friday.

At the ceremony, Jones said,
“India and New Zealand are
basically agri-economic coun-
tries. This collaboration would
result in identification of many
areas for knowledge-sharing,
especially in this field.” Jones
expressed appreciation for the
quality of students that come
from India, saying they ranked
high in terms of intelligence and
academic expertise.

Singh, elaborating upon the
potential of the collaboration,
said, “New Zealand as a nation
has a very strong agro-based
economy and with more focus
put on professional education

ABOUT LINCOLN
UNIVERSITY

= The Lincoln University is one of
eight government universities in
New Zealand, with a history
stretching back over 125 years.
= |t has a very strong and direct
link with the New Zealand econ-
omy, and with people responsi-
ble for fuelling the economy.

in this field, this tie-up can go
a long way. Given the unique
position of Lincoln University,
new areas of research and stu-
dent exchange would definitely
exciting to work on.”
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HOME-GROWN TECHNOLOGY

II'T-I students unveil radio
telescope made on campus

Nida Khan

® Nida.khan@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: Indian Institute of

Technology Indore (II'T-I) has
added one more feather to its
cap. On Friday, the institute
unveiled a state-of-the-art radio
telescope developed on cam-
pus. Union minister of state for
human resource development
(HRD) Shashi Tharoor inau-
gurated the unique telescope,
first by any of the 16 [I'Ts in the
country, at the PACL campus.
“We built the telescope in less
than six months. The two main
aspects of the telescope are that
the entire design and support
system of the telescope was
built right here at II'T-Indore,”

said Siddharth Malu, head of

the Physics department and
also the principal researcher
of the project.

Radio telescopes are typi-
cally large parabolic antennas
used singly or in an array. The
institute would use the device,
for detecting diffuse emission
from the largest structures in
the universe. The instrument,
is said to be the third biggest
radio telescope in the country.

“It is impressive that the stu-
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= Shashi Tharoor inspects the radio telescope. AMIT K JAISWAL/HT PHOTO

dents have come up with some-
thing so commendable in such
a short span of time. Not only
does it show the talent which
the students possess, but also
the great potentials our country
has,” said Tharoor while prais-
ing the achievement of IIT-L
Assuring the students that
the sector of research and
development will see a bet-
ter output in years to come
as the government plans to
increase its percentage in GDP,
from 0.98% to 2%, Tharoor

said, “People often ask why no
[ndian university gets featured
in the top-250 universities of
the world, the lack of emphasis
on R&D is definitely one of the
chief reasons.”

Explaining the nuances of the
radio telescope, Malu said, “We
aim to make another dish in the
coming six months and some
8-10 dishes in the coming year.
The coming months will see an
enhanced version of the device
with better performance.”
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HT Chandigarh

Nitin Nohria joins Tata Sons
board as non-exec director
NEW DELHI: Nitin Nohria,
dean of Harvard Business
School, has been appoint-
ed non-executive director
of Tata Sons. He is an

II'T alumnus and

holds a PhD from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MI'T). PT



